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1.      Using information from the text, tick one box in each row to show whether each 
statement is true or false. 

  

  true false 

The Yukon is part of the United States of America 
    

The average winter temperature in the Yukon is −28°C. 
    

Gold was found in the Yukon in 1896. 
    

People from Dawson also found gold in the area. 
    

100,000 gold-seekers arrived in the Yukon. 
    

2 marks 
 

2.      Why is the information about the average English winter temperature included on 
the first page of the text? 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
1 mark 

 

3.      Look at the paragraph beginning: Because the Yukon is very isolated... 

What does the word leak suggest about the way the news spread? 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 
2 marks 

4.      What hardships did people face on the journey to the Yukon? 

1. ____________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________ 
3 marks 
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5.      Many gold seekers died, fell ill or lost enthusiasm... 

Give the meaning of the word enthusiasm in this sentence. 

______________________________________________________________ 
1 mark 

 

6.      Number these events 1 - 5 to show the order in which they appear in the text. 
One has been done for you. 

  

seekers started the journey 
 

prospectors located gold 
 

30,000 people completed the 

journey  

people died 
 

news leaked out 
 

1 mark 
 

7.      If you went to the Yukon today, where would it be easiest to find gold? 
  

  Tick one. 

in the streams 
 

in the ground 
 

in the jewellery 
shops 

 

in the mountains 
 

1 mark 
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Mark schemes 

  
1.       Award 2 marks for all five rows completed correctly. 

Award 1 mark for four rows completed correctly. 
  

  true false 

The Yukon is part of the United States of America 
  ✔ 

The average winter temperature in the Yukon is −28°C. ✔   

Gold was found in the Yukon in 1896. ✔   

People from Dawson also found gold in the area. ✔   

100,000 gold-seekers arrived in the Yukon. 
  ✔ 

up to 2 marks 

2.       Award 1 mark for answers that recognise any of the following: 

▪        to emphasise how cold the Yukon was, eg: 

•        to show how bad the winter temperature is in the Yukon 

▪        to enable the reader to compare it (with the Yukon), eg: 

•        it shows the difference in how cold it is there to ours 

•        so you can realise the difference in temperature 

▪        to provide background information on temperature. 

Do not accept responses which just refer to how cold it is but do not mention Yukon, eg: 

•        so you know how cold it is 

•        it shows how far the temperature drops. 

1 mark 

3.       Award 2 marks for answers that suggest that the news was slow to be revealed and that 
there was an attempt to keep the news of the discovery secret, eg: 

•        it suggests that it didn’t spread fast and they didn’t want the news to travel 

•        that it was a secret and gradually people knew about it 

•        that it slowly got out and it was not meant to get out. 

Award 1 mark for answers that suggest that the news was slow to be revealed or which 



 
Page 4 of 5 

suggest that there was an attempt to keep the news of the discovery secret, eg: 

•        it took ages to spread 

•        they didn’t want people to know about the gold 

•        that the people that found the gold first didn’t want anyone to know about it but 
somehow they found out. 

up to 2 marks 

4.       Award 1 mark for each of the following, up to a maximum of 3 marks: 

▪        very long (journey) [not ‘long journey’] 

▪        very cold / extreme weather [accept ‘weather conditions’, not ‘cold’ / ‘weather’] 

▪        steep / mountainous / mountains [accept ‘dangerous conditions’] 

▪        travelled on foot / walking 

▪        had to carry own supplies 

▪        wild animals [not ‘animals’] 

▪        raging rivers [not ‘rivers’]. 

up to 3 marks 

5.       Award 1 mark for references to a strong interest eg: 

•        very interested (in gold) 

•        it means they had a passion 

1 mark 

6.       Award 1 mark for all four stages correctly numbered.  

seekers started the journey  

prospectors located gold  

30,000 people completed the 
journey  

people died  

news leaked out  

1 mark 

7.       Award 1 mark if the correct answer is ticked. 
  

in the streams  

in the ground  

in the jewellery 

shops  

in the mountains  
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